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Abstract:
The objective of the study was to examine the developmental implications of
chieftaincy disputes in the Juaso traditional area of Ghana. Qualitatively, an
interpretive research paradigm was adopted for the study. Purposive, Snowballing,
Convenient, and Maximal Variation Strategy techniques were employed to select
twelve (12) respondents for the study. Chiefs and the queen mother in the community
who are rich of information as far as chieftaincy dispute in Juaso is concerned were
purposively sampled. Snowballing and Maximal Variation Strategy were employed to
sample sub-chiefs, royals, reverend ministers, natives and dwellers for the study. The
two (2) main instruments used for data collection were semi-structured interview and
observation. The data were analysed into different categories and subsequently
developed into themes by making use of an inductive data analysis. Themes and
categories were then used to present the research findings based on the research
question. The study indicated in Akan adage that ‘‘bɔɔla so gya, ani no adum nanso na
aseɛ no asɔ kɔɔ’’ to wit, the fire on the refuse dump may appear to be off at the
surface but beneath it may be hot coals ready to explode at the least aeration. This
situation does not promote peaceful coexistence that can propel development.
Development is the shared responsibility of all. It can be initiated by the Central
Government through the District Assemblies, traditional leaders of communities,
individual members of communities, non-governmental organizations and foreign
bodies. It is recommended that the role of Government (the state) is very crucial in the
management, resolution, transformation and peace building. As such, the government
should be seen as an important stakeholder in the resolution of the conflict.
Government should resource and empower third party mediation efforts by the
Committee of Eminent Chiefs to resolve the cultural aspect of the dispute while the
state institutions and Civil Society Organizations are also resourced and empowered
to resolve the criminal, social, economic and other aspects. Government must build
the trust of the entire community without taken sides in all these strategies.
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1. Introduction
Conflict is a struggle between opponents over values and claims to scarce status,

power and resources [1]. They are bargaining situations in which the ability of one
participant to achieve his ends is dependent on the choices or decisions that the other
participant makes [2]. It is a dynamic process in which structure, attitudes and
behaviours are constantly changing and influencing one another [3]. Conflict takes
place whenever incompatible activities occur; One party is interfering, disrupting,
obstructing, or in some other way making another party’s actions less effective [4]. It
is a process in which two or more parties attempt to frustrate the attainment of the
others’ goals. The factors underlying conflicts are threefold: interdependence,
differences in goals, and differences in perceptions [5]. Conflict is a perceived
divergence of interest, or a belief that the parties’ current aspirations cannot be
achieved simultaneously [6]. They are communicative interactions amongst people
who are interdependent and who perceive that their interests are incompatible,
inconsistent or in tension [7]. Conflicts have been characterised by the wanton
destruction of life and property, development reversals, serious abuse of human rights,
suffering, especially among the vulnerable, and the relentless internal migration to the
peri-urban periphery of Southern Ghana [8].

1.1. Destruction of Lives and Properties
Conflicts lead to destruction in human lives and property [9]. The tolls in terms of

lives lost, injuries to residents, destruction of property including the loss of critical
social and economic infrastructure that the conflicts have caused has been staggering.
What is more, scarce national resources have been used to maintain peace. For
instance, in 1994 alone, the government of Ghana claims to have spent GHȻ600,000
in maintaining peace when the most devastating of the conflicts broke out [10]. The
Konkomba and Nanumba guinea-fowl war of 1994-5 resulted in more than 2,000
deaths [11]. Development is caused by people and it is the people who benefit from
the output of development. Therefore, in cases where precious lives are lost, there will
be nobody to cause development or in cases where development has already taken
place, the loss of lives implies that there will be nobody to benefit from this
development [9]. A study contends that the two communities fought several battles
over the disputed land which led to loss of lives and destruction of properties. It
further explained that, the effect of the conflict was not felt by the feuding
communities alone, but it also had a spill-over effect on other neighbouring
communities [12]. To protect precious lives and property, governments spend a lot of
money providing and maintaining security, law and order in conflict areas. According
to the then Finance Minister, Yaw Osafo-Maafo, as at the end of December 2002, the
government had 49 expended ¢6.3 billion (approximately $741,177) on the Yendi
crises alone. An amount of ¢1.25 billion (approximately $120,589) was spent every
quarter in keeping security personnel composed of 372 soldiers and 240 policemen
[13]. As can be seen, there is therefore no doubt that this is throwing the development
of the area backward as this colossal amount could have been used to build schools
and other development projects.

1.2. Scares Investors and Development Partners Away
A research revealed that conflict had been driven development partners and other

professionals away from their operational areas [9]. For him, persistence of conflicts
drives away development partners, especially the NGO’s that were operating in these
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areas and organisations that were preparing to enter these communities are also scared
away. The benefits associated with thriving and vibrant commercial area is eroded as
a result of insecurity during conflicts. Generally, conflicts have had negative impacts
on businesses or trading activities in terms of low profits and reduced incomes, lack of
security to freely engage in businesses, lack of access to financial services such as
banks and increased cost of doing business [14]. The looting and burning of shops
during clashes are detrimental and disincentive for investment. This confirms
assertion that violent conflict prevents people from engaging in buying and selling
and also results in economic shocks such as price changes and the collapse of
businesses. The impositions of curfews, unwillingness of transport owners to operate
and the unavailability of transport services retarded the exchange and circulation of
goods and services [15]. This goes a long way to affect these communities.

1.3. Interrupts Educational calendar and Programmes
Education is negatively affected. In conflict situations, schools are interrupted,

children and teachers fear for their lives, and this retards development [15]. The
protracted social conflict theory states that the effects of such conflicts are often
pervasive affecting all aspects of a person’s or community’s social, political and
economic life and tending to affect institutions such as education and health [16].
Due to this, children are left to their fate and most of them lose interest in schooling
afterwards. Parents, for security reasons, withdrew their wards from schools leading
to decrease in enrolment [9,14]. Some of the school buildings in the disputed area are
burnt whereas students and teachers were deserted. Even the teachers who run away
sometimes take transfers never to return to the communities again and others refuse
posting to such communities. So, for months, educational activities in the
communities are brought to a standstill. This has the potential of increasing the
illiteracy rate which will ultimately affect the level of development in the area.

1.4. Health Hazards
In the area of health, a study posits that inhabitants develop high blood pressure due

to the trauma resulting from the incessant violence and sporadic shootings. He also
said that people sustain various degrees of injuries with machete wounds. In broken
homes, the well-being of children in terms of their nutritional, emotional, health and
psychological needs are often not met and this is detrimental to their growth and
development. Health personnel do not accept posting to the conflict areas or they
leave on transfer. This necessitates the shortage of health personnel which adversely
affects good and quality health care in conflict areas [14]

1.5. Promotes Human Right Abuse and Social Vices.
Women and children are susceptible to human rights abuses by the security

personnel during conflict situations. Some children are often caught up in a quagmire
not knowing where to place their allegiance. Efforts to ensure peace, law and order
are impeded by politicians and influential people who intervene for the release of
suspects who are arrested for looting and possessing illegal arms [14]. This has led to
a high level of impunity in that people go unpunished when arrested for committing
an offense with regard to conflict. Security agencies also indicate that, there is lack of
cooperation from people and lack of information to arrest and prosecute culprits. No
one is willing to give information that would help in identifying and prosecuting
people with illegal arms [14]. Conflicts have resulted in an increase in crime rate such



Volume 5, Issue 2, 2022 ISSN: 2617-4588
DOI: https://doi.org/10.31058/j.edu.2022.52003

Submitted to Education Journal, page 25-41 www.itspoa.com/journal/edu

as lawlessness, armed robbery, murder, looting, arson, increased violence and
displacement of people during and after the peak of conflicts. Until 2002, most of the
violations and abuses during the military regime had not been investigated,
acknowledged, or officially redressed, resulting in considerable bitterness and
divisions within Ghanaian society. Long term effects of the perpetration of these
human rights violations included economic hardship, the deprivation of education for
children, health problems, social divisions and animosities and disintegration of
families [14].

1.5. Lowers Productivity and Increases Poverty
Productivity is lowered and poverty and other social ills increase [9]. He explains

that, in the presence of conflicts, curfews are normally imposed and this limits the
amount of working time available and the individual has no choice than to spend only
a little time on the farm and in other business activities whilst much part of the time is
wasted in the house. This obviously affects the level of input by the people thereby
reducing productivity and increasing the poverty levels of the people. In the event of
the conflicts, agriculture production is seriously hampered affecting crop yield and
animal production [17]. The use of farm-hands for agriculture production is severely
affected. Farm-hands which hitherto served as a source of ‘cheap’ labour on farms
were no more available due to the insecurity in the area. Also, the group farming
concept which had served as a source of labour was not readily available because of
the violence. Many tractor services were no longer available because their owners
were afraid of losing their tractors to arson [14]. The researcher further attributed the
low crop yield among other reasons to the fear and insecurity; rising cost of labour;
inability to transport farm produce leading to wastage on the farms; imposition of
curfews; seizure of lands belonging to farmers; and the lack of access to agricultural
extension services [14]. Animals either got lost or were stolen by criminal elements
who take advantage of the outbreak of violence. Even the aftermath of conflicts on
development is so devastating such that household income, assets and general well-
being are negatively affected by conflicts [15].

1.6. Drains National offers- Is it National Coffers or Offers?
The various District Assemblies also indicated that in times of these conflicts, the

budgets of the Assemblies are thrown overboard and this affects the ability of these
assemblies to reduce poverty and promote development [9]. To protect precious lives
and property, governments spend a lot of money providing and maintaining security,
law and order in conflict areas. According to the then Finance Minister, Yaw Osafo-
Maafo, as at the end of December 2002, the government had 49 expended ¢6.3 billion
(approximately $741,177) on the Yendi crises alone. An amount of ¢1.25 billion
(approximately $120,589) was spent every quarter in keeping security personnel
composed of 372 soldiers and 240 policemen [13]. As can be seen, there is therefore
no doubt that this is throwing the development of the area backward as this colossal
amount could have been used to build schools and other development projects.

1.7. Fosters Disunity and Mistrust in the Community
One of the major effects of chieftaincy conflict is that it disunites the community,

fosters mistrust among people and in fact the social system is broken down [9]. He
indicated that this unfortunate development is so strong that even people within the
same families may not see eye to eye again because they support different royal gates.
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In the society, it leads to marital breakdown and solutions are normally hard to come
by. Moreover, because of the level of mistrust, social control is normally difficult and
this leads to other social ills such as teenage pregnancy, youth indiscipline and other
forms of deviance. The implication of this is that a system of lawlessness and social
disharmony is created and it goes a long way to affect development in these
communities. Conflicts usually affect social relations among people living in a
particular area manifesting in mistrust, bad community relations, hatred and ethnic
marginalization which tend to polarize the society resulting in a cycle of violence [14].

1.8. Displacement of People and Collapse of Settler Communities
People leave conflict communities because their houses may be burnt during the

conflict. A study revealed that the collapse of settler communities such as Kporvi,
Kpetornu, and Tsamikorfe and many people in the Awalime area relocated to
Asikuma [14]. The Konkomba and Nanumba guinea-fowl war of 1994-5 resulted in
the displacement of over 200,000 people [11].
As observed by the Protracted Social Conflict theory, protracted conflicts affect

many aspects of a society’s social life affecting social relations, intense hatred,
suspicion and mistrust, fragmentation and polarization of the conflict producing
continuous violence which becomes difficult to resolve [18]. Beside mistrust and bad
community relations, an emerging problem threatening the social cohesion of the
areas is the increasing cases of divorce [14]. The conflict has culminated in
separations and divorce amongst couples. There have been divorces amongst the
people of Peki and Awudome who have been married for years, because of the
conflict. There is often the belief that the women would not be trustworthy and
faithful to their husbands and may leak information to their kinsmen [14]. Socio-
economic inequalities have also aggravated the deep suspicion and mistrust among the
people of Ghana [14]. A researcher asserts that, the conflict has affected the general
development of the two communities [19].
Chieftaincy has been described as the embodiment of our culture and the custodian

of the best in our traditional institutions. It is an institution from which modern
democratic rule can take some fundamental lessons [20]. Just like the liver,
chieftaincy irrespective of its numerous gains has bile attached to it. Thus, it requires
tactics to obtain more if not only gains. This implies that, chieftaincy dispute should
make it a point to allow peace to prevail by given off their stand and accept efforts
that aim at ensuring peace which will provide the conducive environment for peace,
unity and development [21]. The question is what are the developmental implications
of the dispute for Juaso in the Ashanti region of Ghana. Though a lot of work have
been done on international conflicts and their resolution, little attention has been paid
to local conflicts. Scholarly work on internal conflicts tends to concentrate on those
conflicts that involve the state and a sub-group(s). In the specific case of the Juaso
chieftaincy dispute, no scholarly work has been done. Only pockets of media reports
have been made in relation to clashes and adjudication at Manhyia [21]. The main
purpose of this study is to examine into the matters relating to developmental
implications of chieftaincy disputes in Juaso community. The study sought to answer
the research question - What are the developmental implications of the chieftaincy
disputes in the Juaso traditional area?
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2. Materials and Methods
Qualitatively, an interpretive research paradigm was adopted for the study.

Purposive, Snowballing, Convenient and Maximal Variation Strategy techniques were
employed to select twelve (12) respondents for the study. Chiefs and the queen
mother in the community who are rich of information as far as chieftaincy dispute in
Juaso is concerned were purposively sampled. Snowballing and Maximal Variation
Strategy were employed to sample sub-chiefs, royals, reverend ministers, natives and
dwellers for the study. The two (2) main instruments used for data collection were
semi-structured interview and observation. The data were analysed into different
categories and subsequently developed into themes by making use of an inductive
data analysis. Themes and categories were then used to present the research findings
based on the research question.

3. Results and Discussions on the Developmental Implications of the
Chieftaincy Disputes

This section presents results and discussions on the developmental implications of
the chieftaincy disputes of the Juaso traditional area. The study revealed the positive
and negative implications of chieftaincy dispute in Juaso traditional area.

3.1. Positive Implications of the Juaso Chieftaincy Dispute
Table 1. Positive Implications.

Implications Respondents
R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9 R10 R11 R12

Installation of true royals √ √
Consideration of needs of all

council members √

Source; Researchers field notes, 2021

To find out the implications of the chieftaincy dispute in Juaso, respondents were
asked whether the dispute brought positive or negative repercussions. From Table 1, it
can be seen that out of the twelve respondents, only two adduced positive implications
to the dispute. Nafot and Naat had these to say to substantiate their claims;

‘‘Just like our beloved country Ghana, if Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah and
the rest of the big six and all Ghanaians had not disputed the rule of the
British, we all would have still remain their colony. But now, we are

governed by our own; a Ghanaian and in the case of Juaso, a true royal not
strangers. Had we not disputed, strangers or intruders or visiting Ayokofo
would be ruling ‘afei ɔkyena bi y’ani bɛba yɛn ho so no na adehyeɛ nenam
fam berɛ a nkoa tete apɔnkɔ so (and by the time we realised the throne would

be gone)”.
‘‘Some human beings by nature are greedy. Thus, all things being equal,

everything will belong to them. Disputing however ensures that all parties to
available resources receive what they deserve. ‘mpanimfoɔ se w’ankasa wo
tiri ho a yeyi wo ayibɔne (if you keep mute over the shape of your hair, you
will be given a wrong cut).’Kae nso sɛ yɛnam baanu sum afidie a yɛnam

baanu na ɛhwɛ’ (if two set up a trap, it is the same two that goes to inspect).
Today as you can confirm, resources are channelled into building the chief’s
palace and queen mother’s palace. Everybody receives what they deserve.
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Drummers do not need to borrow pieces of their mother’s cloth before they
can appear decently at functions. The dispute has led to the consideration of

needs of all council members, a positive one of course’’.
‘‘Research has shown that conflict may lead to liberation of the oppressed.
In the case of Juaso just like any typical African community, the negative
implications of the dispute are numerous. However, it is clear that the

dispute has led to straightening of records and enstoolment of a true royal. It
has also been an eye opener to prospective candidates to the throne not to
misappropriate funds, disregard advice of counsel, engage in fraudulent

deals and double sale of resources’’.
The dispute apparently led to the achievement of two important reasons that led to

the creation of faction within the ruling royals and the dispute at large. In the first
place, the basic reason for the chieftaincy dispute of Juaso, installation of intruders
rather than ensuring the installation of original (natives) Ayokofoɔ on the royal throne
of Juaso has been addressed. It is stated that even though the then chief of Juaso, Nana
Owusu Akyaw Prempeh, had been engaging in varied wrong deeds ranging from
multiple sale of lands, regalia and other assets and squandering of project funds, the
council though not in support of these moves were finding amicable ways to correct
the situation until what broke the camel’s back, his attempt to install a non-royal to
the position of Ayokohene happened. The disputing of this move of Nana Owusu
Akyaw Prempeh by the then queen mother’s faction has finally resulted in installation
of original Ayokofo or true royals on the royal stool of Juaso.
Another positive side is the fact that the dispute has led to fairness in the

distribution of resources especially within the ruling class. It was stated that, Nana
Owusu Akyaw Prempeh mismanaged community’s resources, disregarded the needs
of the queen mother, council members or sub-chiefs and refused to give them their
share of resources. The dispute seems to have led to equitable distribution and proper
management of resources. For instance, it was discovered (interview and observation)
that the new chief’s palace built by the current chief of Juaso, Nana Asafoakaa Agyei
Tabi, has an extension for the queen mother. This is in conformity to the assertion that,
relative deprivation, dissatisfaction of basic needs, failure of organizational functions,
asymmetric power relations and dominant social structures are the important
components in the origin of conflict [22]. Conflicts may arise when the parties are
competing for the same prize such as power, position, authority, territory or materials
or disagreements about the rule of the game. The unequal distribution of wealth leads
to discontent and ultimately to revolution in the society. Marx, as noted in the Social
Class Conflict Theory however gave the ray of hope that this inequality will be
demolished in the post- capitalist society.

3.2. Negative Implications of the Juaso Chieftaincy Dispute
Table 2. Negative Implications.

Implications Respondents

R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9 R10 R11 R12
Stagnation of activities √ √ √ √ √ √
Riot and vandalism √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Nothing new was gained, existing
facilities collapsed, deteriorated and

destroyed
√ √ √ √ √ √

√
√ √ √ √
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Soured human relation. √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Spells were cast on people √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Untimely death √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Loss of portions of land to
neighbouring communities √

Brutalization, intimidation and
harassment of innocent people √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Retardation of progress and
development √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Drove away both local and foreign
investors. √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Withdrawal of social services and
privileges √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Displacement and abandonment √ √ √ √ √ √
Destruction of existing and
prospective marriages √ √ √ √ √

Physical abuse √ √ √ √ √
Refusal to accept postings to Juaso √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Refusal to transact business with

opponent √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Refusal to build or rent and live in
the community √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Increase in crime rate √ √ √ √ √ √
Deflection of some members of

certain churches √ √ √ √ √ √

Fear, Anxiety and
Traumatisation √ √ √ √ √

Substance abuse √ √ √ √ √
Non participation in communal

activities √ √ √

Researchers field notes, 2021

It can be seen from Table 2 that all the twelve respondents cited various reasons that
prove that the chieftaincy dispute in Juaso had negative implications. Six out of the 12
respondents, Okag, Osica, Reman, Macq, Daaben and Nafot said that the dispute led
to stagnation of activities in the Juaso community. For example;

‘‘The current location of Nana Koo Serebour’s residence used to be the
location of my business. I operated the only cinema centre, popular food joint
and drinking spot. The dispute led to a ban on the spot especially during
clashes bringing my business to a standstill and even collapsing it”.

‘‘My mom operated a drinking spot which was highly lucrative. This business
came to a halt when there were clashes in relation to the chieftaincy dispute
because people were of the view that our operations made liquors readily
available for people to drink their head off and cause mayhem. They forgot
that we were not selling alcoholic beverages alone. They just crippled our

operations’’.
Okag and Daaben said that they were operators of drinking spots which were

vibrant in the community but the dispute led to a ban on their operations. They were
not allowed to open up their shops. This they said led to the crippling or near collapse
of their once booming businesses. This claim is confirmed by the literature that, the
benefits associated with thriving and vibrant commercial area is eroded as a result of
insecurity during conflicts. Generally, conflicts have had negative impact on
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businesses or trading activities in terms of low profits and reduced incomes, lack of
security to freely engage in businesses, lack of access to financial services such as
banks and increased cost of doing business [14]. The impositions of curfews,
unwillingness of transport owners to operate and the unavailability of transport
services retard the progress and survival of businesses. With the exception of Okag
and Macq, all the respondents mentioned riot and vandalism as one of the negative
impacts of the dispute in Juaso.

‘‘Even though Akwasi Prempeh was destooled by Otumfoɔ, he continued to
carry himself as the ruler of the community. Due to this, there were frequent
clashes of the newly installed chief, Barima Safrotwie Sarpong and Akwasi
Prempeh which mostly led to riot and vandalism among their supporters
(Osica, 2018)’’. ‘‘Due to insubordination, Nana Prempeh was declared

destooled by the then Asantehene, Otumfoɔ Opoku Ware 11 and a new one;
Barima Safrotwie Sarpong installed but he refused to comply with the

declaration and continued to live like the chief of Juaso. As a result, there
appeared to be two rulers in the community who mostly clashed at functions

where the presence of the chief was required resulting in riot and
vandalism’’.

‘‘In an attempt to bring Nana Owusu Akyaw Prempeh to order and ensure
peace within the ruling class, an appeal was made to Asanteman traditional
Council of which Otumfoɔ is the chairperson. Nana Owusu Akyaw Prempeh
was summoned to appear but he refused to honour the invitation. Rather, he
sent a message through the messenger from Asanteman council to ask

Otumfoɔ to let him know the reasons for his summons in writing. This act of
insubordination against the highest authority of Asanteman made Otumfoɔ
Opoku Ware 11 declare Akwasi Prempeh destooled and ordered Juaben, the
overlord of Juaso to see to installation of a new chief of Juaso. Barima
Sarpong Safrotwie was thus enstooled but Akwasi Prempeh defied the

declaration and carried himself as chief of Juaso. Mostly at functions, both
Safrotwie and Prempeh would attend with their teaming fans. This situation

always resulted in riot and vandalism which always took the security
agencies to calm the charged atmosphere in the community’’. ‘‘Sometimes at
public functions like Independence Day celebrations, we go through the
unpleasant experience where both Akwasi Prempeh and Safrotwie attend
with their teaming and instigating supporters clashing, rioting and

vandalizing to halt such events’’.
According to the respondents, many people started boycotting social events for fear

of being hurt through such riots. Some explained that it had always taken the military
to bring sanity which had always marred the beauty of such functions and resulted in
chaos and abrupt closure of events. It is obvious that no normal person would want to
show up at events and gatherings where there is insecurity and the likelihood of riot
and vandalism. If the Konkomba and Nanumba guinea-fowl war of 1994-5 resulted in
more than 2,000 deaths, more so if the September 11th football (a game of chance)
competition turned out to be a national disaster, then it is only prudent if people could
take a cue from these instances and stay away from events where warring factions in
high spirit and insecurity stares man on the face. Another negative implication the
respondents talked about was the fact that, nothing new was gained, existing facilities
collapsed, deteriorated and destroyed [11]. For this negative implication, these are
what some respondents had to say as evidence to their claims:
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‘‘Due to clashes of supporters of Akwasi Prempeh and Safrotwie at the time
of the dispute, the security placed a ban on outdoor activities of both parties.
However, in December 1998, Nana Owusu Akyaw Prempeh was organizing a
party for his supporters at his residence which was beside the police station.
The supporters decided to mount canopies on the street that lies in between
the police station and the chief’s residence. The police, anticipating the
possibility of riot emerging from the blocking that passage asked the
supporters to desist from extending their programme beyond the inner
parameters of the palace. This did not go down well with the supporters

resulting in scuffle between the police and the supporters of Akwasi Prempeh,
the worst form of riot in the history of Juaso’s chieftaincy dispute. In this, the
supporters set the police station on fire freeing suspects who were on remand
and looting seized items destroying a whole police station including the
properties of some officers since the building housed some officers’’.

‘‘At one time, disagreement ensued between the police officers who were on
duty and the supporters of Nana Owusu Akyaw Prempeh when the supporters

wanted to mount some canopies in front of the palace to absorb the
anticipated overflow of supporters for a party that was being organised by
Nana Akwasi and the police prevented them insisting they should contain
their supporters inside the palace. The fracas led to burning of the rented
building that served as offices of the police station and residence for some
officer, a great destruction in the history of the dispute (Daaben, 2018)’’.
‘‘As a result of the frequent clashes of Safrotwie and Akwasi Prempeh’s

supporter and its associated problems, government banned organization and
attendance of public functions by both parties especially with their entourage.
However, Akwasi Prempeh in 1998 planned a party for his supporters. On
the day of the party, the supporters mounted some canopies at the space in
between the chief’s residence and the police building of which the police
objected. This resulted in a riot between the supporters of Akwasi Prempeh
and the police officers, a situation that escalated to total burning of the
police building that housed the offices and residence of some officers and
their families and everything that it contained; destruction that brought

untold hardship on Juaso and its environs’’.
The quotes above are a confirmation that with such insecure environment, facilities

can only deteriorate since maintenance cannot be ensured in an unsafe environment
neither can any new progress be made. This agrees with the opinion that persistence
of conflicts drive away development partners, especially the NGOs that were
operating in these areas and organisations that were preparing to enter these
communities are also scared away. The benefits associated with thriving and vibrant
commercial area is eroded as a result of insecurity during conflicts [9].
Soured human relation is also said to be one of the negative implications of the

chieftaincy dispute in Juaso. Nine out of the 12 respondents, Yabam, Akosa, Mpaku,
Pada, Osica, Reman, Macq, Daaben, Nafot and Naat cited this. Some of their specific
responses are as shown below;

‘‘I tell you, the dispute has destroyed good relationships. Members of the
same royal gate ‘koraa te adowa nwoma so’ (are against each other). In the
good old days, men met to share ideas over sweet palm wine but not today’’.
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‘‘Gone are the days when we could walk to farm together, cook and send our
husbands food to ‘Efikɛseɛm’(family house) for the men eat together all the
food bought in turns while children hung around to fight over the left over.
Today members of the three royal gate and within the same royal gate who
are even living together in the same family house neither greet each other

nor talk to each other let alone to eat together’’.
‘‘Relationships have been destroyed to the extent that the current chief, Nana
Asafoakaa Agyei Tabi was not permitted to participate in the funeral of
Safrotwie (the one who was enstooled when Otumfoɔ declared Akwasi

Prempeh) even though these two are true royals within the same Awo gate’’
The above claims are in full agreement with the assertion that one major effect of

chieftaincy conflict is that it disunites the community, fosters mistrust among people
and in fact the social system is broken down [9]. He indicated that this unfortunate
development is so strong that even people within the same families may not see eye to
eye again because they support different royal gates. He could not have been far from
right if a formal occupant of a royal stool, Barima Sarpong Safrotwie upon his demise
was not made to ‘‘sleep’’ (be burried) with his ancestors as custom demands but with
total strangers and the incumbent chief, Nana Asafoakaa Agyei Tabi, his direct cousin
was not permitted to be part of the transitional process, a situation that surely
disintegrate families [9]. Brutalization, intimidation and harassment of innocent
people were also raised by seven out of the 12 respondents as one of the negative
implications of the chieftaincy dispute in Juaso. Below are what some had as
explanations of their assertions:

‘‘The dispute led to disagreement between the police officers who were on
duty and the Akwasi Prempeh faction who were erecting canopies for a said
party resulting in the burning of the apartment that housed the offices of the
police station and the residence of some of officers. This act of the boys from
Nana Prempeh’s faction angered the security agencies. The military and the
army were thus brought to maintain law and order. Assessing the state of
affairs upon their coming, they brutalized, harassed, and intimidated many
especially every male in the community who was above ten (10yrs)’’.

‘‘I remember vividly when on one day around mid-day thick clouds of smoke
covered the whole township. We were wondering only to be told that ‘boys no
atwa egya ato police station no mu (the boys have set the police station
ablaze). Before we could say jack by the army ere all over the community.
Every mare above ten years and above was a suspect of the burns. Our

innocent children, brothers and husband went through hell. Some received
multiple slaps that affected their hearing while others were beaten

mercilessly. Fear engulfed the whole community. People had to spend
uncountable days in the forest and female relatives could only send food to

them under the disguise of going to the farm or to the streanm”.
‘‘Male residents of communities around Juaso like Konongo, Obogu,
Atwedee Asankare, and Mmooso also had their share of harassment,

brutalities and intimidation. For fear for their lives, some residents of Juaso
took refuse in these communities thus when the military could not find any
male in town, they pounced on these neighbouring communities with the

intension that resident would not hide them and suffer but rather give up on
them (na ɔkotrɛ kɔwe ne mako ma aponkyerɛni te ɛho mfifire sɛn?)”.
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‘‘I wish nothing would be done to bring back memories about the Juaso
chieftaincy dispute. ‘Akwasi Prempeh could mix abusive substances to
alcoholics for his youthful followers to drink and also provide them with
canes to threaten, harass, intimidate and whip even adult like me who were
no on his side. Soldiers also used to beat up people, release tear gas and

make arrest during riots of which innocent people were part”.
‘‘People who opposed Akwasi Prempeh suffered intimidation, harassment
and brutalities. Even the aged could be made to carry building blocks, do

press-ups, match around and even whipped with canes when spotted by some
instigated youth who had been given akpeteshie mixed with weed and other

thing to charge them”.
The above statements are clear indicators that the people of Juaso as well as

neighbouring communities were brutalized, intimidated and harassed by instigated
youth and the military as a result of the chieftaincy dispute in Juaso. In support of this
claim by respondents was a publication ‘‘this year, there were reports of gun shots.
Soldiers actually fired gunshots at the parade to disperse irate youth who decided to
cheer the school children in their march past. The police broke umbrella of chiefs and
brutalized some of the youth. Four people got injured during a scuffle between the
youth and security personnel’’ [23]. A report from the US State Department on the
riot stated that, a former chief and more than 60 town residents were arrested with the
January 1999 case in which police shot and killed a farmer during a riot at Juaso in the
Ashanti Region. An account of a native who at the peak of the dispute was only
7years was ‘‘even though I suffered no physical harm, the emotional damage and fear
for my life was very real and I wish no child would ever have to witness it [24]. As a
follow-up, respondents said that spells were cast on people and others died untimely.
These are what some respondents had to say;

‘‘I was still asleep early one morning when I heard a knock. I opened only to
see two boys who pounced on me. ‘M’awuraa, sɛ nsuo boo wo a, ka sɛ ɛboo
me na ɛnka sɛ ɛpampamm me’. These boys whipped me mercilessly. I said
nothing but as I speak, one of them is dead and the other one is better off

dead”’
‘‘The brutalities that went on angered many people to cast spells openly or
secretly on those who hurt them. As a result, some people went insane, others

died strangely and some also have had strange diseases”.
‘‘People met their untimely death from gunshot during riots especially at the
time when the old police station was burned by angry youth while others

innocent ones sustained various degrees of injury”.
From the above citations, it can be seen that people lost their lives from gunshot

from riots and spells. Others who did not die are seen with various forms of scars on
head and body from cutlass, stick, stone and gun wounds. In addition to the above, 10
out of the 12 respondents, Nabok, Akosa, Mpaku, Pada, Osica, Reman, Macq, Daaben,
Nafot and Naat said that, the dispute drove away both local and foreign investors thus
retarding progress and development. Below are their explanations:

‘‘For fear of destruction of businesses and loss of capital, artisans like
hairdressers, seamstresses, carpenters and traders who operated bigger
shops moved their businesses to Konongo, Nkawkaw, Kumasi and Accra.
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‘Mpanin se, mmoa a ɛkɔ adidi mmaeɛ a yɛnka fofro nwu mu nti, people who
had the intention of starting their businesses aborted their intentions”.
‘‘An organization that I cannot recall their name came to this community
with a proposal to set-up an orphanage. They approached Barima Safrotwie
Sarpong who together with his elders allocated to them a parcel of land for

the project. However,
Nana Owusu Akyaw who had refused to abide by the pronouncement of
Otumfoɔ destooling him issued threats and warning to the organization to
desist from embarking on their project or face the full wrath of his faction.

Which good thinking investor will ignore this warning? “.
‘‘Some developers wanted to setup a university and an orphanage but after
they had been issued parcels of land meant for their respective project,

Akwasi Prempeh warned them not go ahead with their intentions else have
him to contend with. These project if had come to the community would have

lifted the image of the community and also open up employment
opportunities to the people of Juaso and neighbouring communities.

Employers from far and near could rent and put monies in the pockets of
land lords, increased sales of traders and other business operator like
drivers, seamstresses, food vendors, carpenters and hairdressers. But all

these and many more eluded Juaso. ‘Mese, manso yi nti, mpontuo bɔɔ Juaso
kuro yi sɛdeɛ dwonsɔ abɔ akokɔ’”.

‘‘Because of our record of burning a whole police station, individuals could
not guarantee the safety of their businesses. Most of them moved their

businesses to Konongo ‘na sɛ ɛgye tee a, wɔn dwetire anhye’ (so that their
capital/investment will not be lost in riot)”.

The above claim is not far from truth because businesses thrive in peaceful
atmosphere and for that matter any business-minded person would rescind on his/her
decision to venture into any kind of investment. A confirmation of this is in these
words, ‘‘development partners and other professionals are driven away. Persistence of
conflicts drive away development partners, especially the NGO’s that were operating
in these areas and organisations that were preparing to enter these communities are
also scared away. The benefits associated with thriving and vibrant commercial area is
eroded as a result of insecurity during conflicts [9].
More so, some respondents, Nabok, Mpaku, Pada, Osica, Macq, Daaben, Nafot and

Naat stated that workers refused to accept postings to Juaso and other people refused
to build or rent and live in the community are some negative implications of the
chieftaincy dispute at Juaso. They implied that for fear of being harassed by instigated
youth or the military or losing their capital or investment, they see it as the wisest
thing to stay out of such a danger zone. Some of their claims are as below;

‘‘Ewiase yi, ɔkwasea na ɔse yɛne me nnua na ɛnyɛ me (only a fool does not
take heed to warning). Some workers like nurses, forestry officials, teachers

and bankers took a clue from happening at riots and saw the need to
safeguard their lives and properties by asking for transfers or refusing

postings. These affected progress of the community”.
‘‘Some indigenes even decided to build or rent and live at Konongo since the

least provocation could lead render them helpless”.



Volume 5, Issue 2, 2022 ISSN: 2617-4588
DOI: https://doi.org/10.31058/j.edu.2022.52003

Submitted to Education Journal, page 35-41 www.itspoa.com/journal/edu

‘‘Mpanimfoɔ se, merekɔpɛ biribi abɛdi, ɛne mebɛyɛɛ dɛn na ɛnam. Saa ara
nso na nkuro dɔɔso a yɛntena faako nye animguaseɛ. So for their security,
they preferred to stay and transact businesses and establish at Konongo, a

situation that accelerated the growth of Konongo”.
Fear and anxiety was rampant for the people so some moved away to other towns.

This situation is confirmed that ‘‘memories of past traumas magnify people’s
anxieties [25]’’. An account of a native who at the peak of the dispute was only 7years
says it all. ‘‘On the dawn of the third day of our return from Konongo, where we
stayed with a relative until it was safe to return after the soldiers had been pulled out, I
heard a loud knock on the door (I used to sleep in my father’s room). I opened it and
there, an AK47 pointed at me by a police officer and an informant I presumed
demanded I tell them the whereabouts of my father. I nearly pissed my pants. Even
though I suffered no physical harm, the emotional damage and fear for my life was
very real and I wish no child would ever have to witness it [24]. As a result of these,
the sounds from toy guns, knock outs and the sight of security personnel especially
the army, sends Juaso into hysteria. The reactions of people on day of the installation
of the incumbent chief, Nana Asafoakaa Agyei Tabi and the presence of other chiefs
at funerals where there is the firing of musketry speak volumes of the fear that their
experiences with the dispute have put on them. One issue that also came out was the
claim by Nabok, Mpaku, Osica, Macq, Daaben, Nafot and Naat that people refused to
transact businesses with their opponents. Some claims in support of the issue
identified include;

‘‘The fact that people belonged to different faction translated into businesses.
People would prefer to travel over a distance, at an additional cost and at
risk in and out to Konongo to make purchases of items that are readily

available at Juaso even at a cheaper price just because those who trade in
such items are their opponent and they do not want to transact businesses

with them”.
‘‘Someone said to me in a conversation at one time that, even if I lend my
sister GH Ȼ100.00 to trade in tomatoes, she will run into bankruptcy since
the tomatoes will perish over time without any purchase because she is

‘against’(opposition)”.
‘‘Some people will never sell their goods to their opponents or buy from their
opponents ventures neither will they encourage others to transact businesses

with them”
Hence, as long as the dispute existed with community, members belonging to one

faction or the other, people refused to transact businesses with their opponents even if
they were the only ones with such needs. This is in agreement with the adage that,
‘‘nsuo a ɛdɔ wo na ɛkɔ w’ahinam, to wit, it is the water that loves you that enters your
pot’’. This implies that people who disagree do not cross path. To add to it, Okag,
Nabok, Pada, Osica, Daaben, Nafot and Naat said that the chieftaincy dispute resulted
in substance abuse and increase in crime. These are what some had to say to explain
themselves;

‘‘The youth who were instigated to riot by the various factions were made to
do so under the influence of drugs and liquor. Thus, even after that they have
become addicted to these substances. A careful look at walls shows the
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frequent demise of the youth whose photographs are enough evidence of the
cause of their deaths”.

‘‘Lack of focused leadership and control resulted in proliferation of many
illegal drinking spots and substance sale joints. This coupled with lack of
employable skills among the youth and inadequate job opportunity has

pushed many of them into substance abuse as well as crime”.
‘‘Some well-known big wigs had sales joints for these abusive substances
and Akwasi Prempeh went all out to protect him and his businesses. The
military could come and effect some arrest but they would be released at
about a maximum of 3days. So, they abused these substances in public with
impunity. As a result, some have died prematurely, gone insane, and there

has also been increase in crime rate”.
There is no argument on the above assertion in the sense that, evil normally thrives

well in the atmosphere of disagreement and excessive freedom if not checked. A tour
within the Juaso Township alone would welcome the tourist with uncountable number
of drinking spots and open places of smoking and gambling. The sight of many able
bodied persons parading in town or playing draught during working hours speak
volumes of the idleness in town. As the good old adage says, the devil finds work
(stealing, fighting, gambling, rapping and many more) for the idle hand. These have
attracted curses from their victims leading to premature deaths evident from funeral
posters of the youth, incurable diseases among the youth, insanity and deterioration
from substance abuse. Six out of the 12 respondents, Akosa, Pada, Osica, Reman,
Daaben and Naat, in another angle said that the chieftaincy dispute in Juaso has
marred relationships to the extent that there is defection of some members of certain
churches. Examples of their responses are as follows;

‘‘People belonging to different faction do not want to sit on the same pew,
belong to the same group in the church let alone for an opponent to lead him
or her or preach to her”. ‘‘The fact that a particular person has been invited
for a programme by a particular church is enough reason for opponents to
either stop the church, boycott for that day’s church or deflect to others”.
‘‘A good Samaritan presented quantity of cloths to be shared among the
needy in the church. A woman who is really in need was one of the lucky
persons to receive two different half pieces of cloth but she angrily refused
since the Good Samaritan belonged to a different faction from her’s. She
retorted ‘Sɛ mɛfura me tamfo ntoma deɛ, anka mɛda adagya’ to wit, she

would prefer to go naked than to clothe herself with her opponent’s cloth”.
It can be inferred from the above statements that; the chieftaincy dispute has found

its way into the various churches. An attendance to the annual harvest of one of the
denominations confirmed this when an invited guest, a true royal and a distant
member of the church from infancy decided to sit outside the chapel just because the
incumbent chief, Nana Asafoakaa Agyei Tabi, who is also a member of the
congregation from infancy and his entourage were in attendance. The drama that
characterised the fund raising of the occasion was nothing than a show off in an
attempt to overtake each other to win cheap public admiration. It is prudent to note
that religious denominations of homogeneous communities like Juaso can easily have
all its members coming from a particular home and for that matter whatever affects
one affects all. This indicates that religious bodies and denominations can be largely
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affected when disputes break up in communities. To add to it, five respondents, Akosa,
Osica, Daaben,Nafot and Naat spoke of destruction of existing and prospective
marriages as one of the negative implication of the chieftaincy dispute of Juaso. Some
had these to say;

“Mpanin se ɔdɔ kɔ nea ɔdɔ wɔ nanso manso yi nti, obi kɔhyia ne dɔfo a,
wɔnni afa baako nti na abusuafoɔ abɔ agu. Empo aware dada bi agugu to wit,

the dispute has destroyed both prospective and existing marriages”.
“A woman retorted when her daughter informed them of her prospective

suitor, ‘se dua broni asefoɔ yi na wobeware deɛ a, di wosugya’ to wit, if this
stranger is whom you are to marry then I would prefer you remain spinter all

in the name of chieftaincy dispute”.
The above statements are evident enough that due to factions created by the dispute,

parents refuse to allow their children to enter into marriages with their opponents.
Even some already contracted marriages have been dissolved. This development was
observed in Peki and Awudome where people who have been married for years
divorced because of the conflict. There is often the belief that the women would not
be trustworthy and faithful to their husbands and may leak information to their
kinsmen [14]. In the situation of Juaso, young men and women who had dated for
years in anticipation of marriages were denied parental blessings and the marriages
cancelled due to the fact that parents of prospective suitors belonged to different
factions to the chieftaincy dispute. Some defied the orders of their parents and went
ahead to put themselves in the family way thinking that it will compel the parents to
give up on their stance. Many are those who have ended up having multiple births
without formalizing their relationships since their respective families have refused to
rescind on their decision.
To ascertain the claims by the respondents, non-verbal cues were taken into

consideration during interview sections. Also, a stroll was taken through the Juaso
community while social events like funerals, Independence Day celebration, church
harvest, traditional meetings and sacred day celebrations were also attended. It was
observed that there is poor interpersonal relation in the Juaso Township. It is evident
in the way and manner with which they communicate, the way they sit at events and
programmes. People are always speaking ill of others who do not belong to their
faction rubbishing their genuine achievements while they even get enthused about
ordinary acts of their benches or close pals, some people would rather stand than to sit
on the same row, pew or bench with certain people. Others would prefer to leave
events venue just to avoid coming into contact with their opponents. For instance, at
the thanksgiving service of the one hundred years’ anniversary celebration of the Mt.
Calvary Presbyterian Church of Juaso in 2017, an invited guest who is also a member
of the church refused to enter the church premises and sat outside the church just
because the chief who is also a member of the church was present at the celebration.
Prayers that were said for long life, development and peaceful reign was perceived as
confirmation that the church and its leadership have taken sides. A later check
revealed that such individuals hardly honour the churches invitation to special events.
In addition, it was observed from strolls through the community that the township
roads have been left to deteriorate. Due to this, foundations of certain homes have
been eroded by runoff water leaving such buildings hanging. Public toilets are in
deplorable state and the community market aside being small also lacks basic
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facilities. The market day which is scheduled on Sundays as well as ordinary days
receives low patronage, a situation that does not befit the status of a District capital
It is a common thing to see certain individuals staying away from all gatherings

sanctioned by the traditional authority. They also refuse to abide by by-laws such as
organising funerals every other week and at common grounds. Such persons organise
their funerals anytime and anywhere without recourse to the by-laws. They also
refused to satisfy all conditions associated with defying such by-laws, such as
payment of fines. More so, it was observed that most traders preferred to operate
from Konongo. Some government workers also were observed to be commuting
mostly from Konongo and Yaakwei to Juaso. The commonest business available at
Juaso currently is the operation of drinking spots. As a result, most of the youth
especially those without employable skills have resorted to drinking of alcohol and
abuse of substances; a situation that leads to poor health and premature deaths.
Funeral posters with the trending inscription, ‘‘what a shock’’ and ‘‘gone too soon’’
abound in the community. Such posters show picture of persons between 25 and 45
years whose looks speak volumes of the effect of alcohol and other abusive
substances on persons. Some deaths especially of females, are also attributed to spells
that might have been cast on them as a result of flirting with people’s spouses or their
involvement in robbery. The last but not least is the general lawless atmosphere in the
Juaso community. The police station is situated at the outskirt hence, far away from
the community thus making it impossible for domestic grievances to receive the
necessary attention. The manner in which kiosks are situated even block paths and
others render inner roads unmotorable. The above observations of general lawlessness
in part are attributed to the chieftaincy dispute which created long absence of focused
traditional leadership to plan and execute development in Juaso.

4. Conclusions and Recommendations
The study indicated in Akan adage that ‘‘bɔɔla so gya, ani no adum nanso na aseɛ

no asɔ kɔɔ’’ to wit, the fire on the refuse dump may appear to be off at the surface but
beneath it may be hot coals ready to explode at the least aeration. This situation does
not promote peaceful coexistence that can propel development. Development is the
shared responsibility of all. It can be initiated by the Central Government through the
District Assemblies, traditional leaders of communities, individual members of
communities, non-governmental organizations and foreign bodies. Whichever angle
development may come from will require peaceful environment to manifest. It is on
record that, during the 1999 riot, a whole police station was set ablaze and burnt into
ashes. With advent of technology and such record known to even the international
community as well as the current state of affairs, initiating any investment towards the
development of Juaso by any of the stakeholders may not be forthcoming.
Government and NGOs may see it as a waste of their meagre resources on destructive
communities since the least riot leads to destruction of facilities a common trend in
most disputing communities. Individual members of the community who have the
means to invest either on their own or through foreign investors may renege on their
effort either for fear of destruction in times of riot or the fact that they would not want
anything good to happen during the reign of the incumbent if they belong to different
factions. With this, Juaso among its pears is yet to find itself on the path of
development
It is recommended that the role of Government (the state) is very crucial in the

management, resolution, transformation and peace building. As such, the government
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should be seen as an important stakeholder in the resolution of the conflict.
Government should resource and empower third party mediation efforts by the
Committee of Eminent Chiefs to resolve the cultural aspect of the dispute while the
state institutions and Civil Society Organizations are also resourced and empowered
to resolve the criminal, social, economic and other aspects. Government must build
the trust of the entire community without taken sides in all these strategies.
It is also recommended that there is the need for the elite of Juaso, home and abroad,

to refrain from the habit of using their political, professional, economic and social
status to further drift the people apart but rather, promote peace and development in
Juaso. The older generations should stop brainwashing the younger ones. Rather, they
should try to foster unity among them, for peace, unity and subsequent development
cannot come to Juaso by chance. They have to come through the making of
concessions and repositioning of the age-old beliefs, views and stance and develop a
fresh level of mutual understanding for the future. This is the sure way that can put
Juaso on the path of development.
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