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Abstract:

This study investigates the phenomenon of Chinese young netizens using “Die¢ wei”
discourses (fatherly-style lecturing) on social media from the perspective of Pragmatic
Identity Theory. “Di€ wei” refers to a speech style characterized by a paternalistic,
didactic, and condescending tone, imitating the authority of the older generation. The
research aims to explore how young netizens dynamically construct their pragmatic
identities through such discourses and analyze the underlying motivations and
pragmatic functions. Data were collected from posts and comments on Chinese social
sharing platforms Xiaohongshu and Weibo. Qualitative analysis reveals that young
netizens strategically construct a hybrid pragmatic identity by parodying the naming
conventions (e.g., “AAA+Industry+Surname”) and discursive styles typical of
middle-aged groups. This practice serves not only as a form of deconstruction and
humorous expression against traditional authority but also as a significant
communicative resource. It functions as an illocutionary resource to enhance
persuasiveness and as an interpersonal resource to negotiate relational distance and
conduct intergenerational identity work. This study integrates the local internet
buzzword into the theoretical framework of pragmatics, offering fresh insights into
online language variation, identity construction, and generational interaction in the
digital age.
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1. Introduction

2

In recent years, “Di€ wei discourses” have become a noticeable linguistic
phenomenon among young Chinese netizens. The term describes a speech style that
mimics the paternal, authoritative, and often condescending tone of the older
generation, marked by lecturing and a sense of superiority. Young internet users
actively employ this style, often for purposes of humor, irony, or in an attempt to
construct an authoritative persona. Grounded in Pragmatic Identity Theory, this study
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approaches “Die wei discourses” as a dynamic practice of identity construction. This
theory posits that communicators do not merely bring fixed identities into interaction
but dynamically select and construct specific identities based on the immediate
context and communicative goals, which are then enacted through discourse.

This research seeks to address two main questions: (1) How do young netizens use
Die wei discourses to construct their pragmatic identities online, and what are the
linguistic features of these discourses? (2) What motivates their choice to use such
discourses, and what kinds of pragmatic identities are they aiming to achieve?

2. Materials and Methods

This section outlines the core materials, analytical framework, and procedural
details adopted in the study. It aims to clarify how data were collected and analyzed to
address the research questions, ensuring the rigor and replicability of the research
process.

2.1. Data Collection

The corpus utilized in this study primarily comprises posts shared on the Chinese
social sharing platforms Xiaohongshu and Weibo, along with a selection of comments
accompanying these posts. Additionally, the corpus includes summaries of Di¢ wei
discourses compiled from netizen discussions. The focus of the corpus centers on
instances of “Di€ wei” discourses encountered by young users in their everyday lives,
as well as their own adoption of these discourses as “unexpected users.”

To safeguard user privacy while preserving the integrity of the analysis, certain
usernames from both platforms have been intercepted and slightly modified. The
utilization of these usernames has also been subjected to analysis as part of the corpus.

2.2. Analytical Framework

This study adopts Pragmatic Identity Theory as the core analytical framework.
Rooted in Social Constructivist Theory, Pragmatic Identity Theory emphasizes that
identity is dynamically constructed through communicative interactions rather than
being a fixed preexistence [1]. According to Chen [2], pragmatic identity refers to the
specific identity that communicators strategically select and construct to adapt to the
current communicative context, serving as a key resource for achieving
communicative goals.

The analysis focuses on three core dimensions derived from the theory:

(1) How the construction of specific identities affects the generation and
understanding of linguistic meaning in context;

(2) How identity construction fulfills the communicative needs of young netizens;

(3) How identity construction influences the expression and understanding of
interpersonal meaning.

Qualitative analysis is employed to decode the linguistic features of Dieé wei
discourses, the strategies of pragmatic identity construction, and the underlying
motivations. Specifically, the analysis includes two key parts: the characteristics of
Die wei-related usernames and the linguistic and pragmatic features of Die weéi
discourse content.

Key terms and their abbreviations are defined as follows for clarity:
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+ Dig wei Discourses (DW Discourses): £k & 5, a speech style characterized by a
paternalistic, didactic, and condescending tone imitating the older generation.

* Pragmatic Identity Theory (PIT): ifi /] & 1 # i&, the theoretical framework
guiding this study.

Abbreviations such as IEEE, SI, and MKS follow the convention of not requiring
definition, and no unnecessary abbreviations are used in titles or headings.

3. Results and Discussion

This section presents the key findings derived from data analysis and discusses their
theoretical and practical implications. It connects the observed phenomena of Di€ wei
discourses to Pragmatic Identity Theory, addressing the research questions and
contextualizing the results within existing scholarly discussions.

3.1. Characteristics of Dié wéi Usernames

3.1.1. Naming Convention Features

The analysis reveals that young netizens constructing Di€ wei-related pragmatic
identities primarily adopt the naming convention of “AAA+Industry+Surname+Title”,
a format originally prevalent among middle-aged businesspeople on WeChat. WeChat
arranges usernames alphabetically, so middle-aged individuals use this format to
ensure their names appear at the top of friends’ lists, facilitating business promotion.
(Figure 1)

AAA Authentic Sheep Village

Mutton Wholesale - Sister Hong

For us middle-aged and elderly folles,

it's not about wanting anything in particular,

nor is it just to pass the time.

We're lkeeping up with the pace of the times,

showing our true selves, recarding wonderful mornents of life,
Though we are no longer younag,

we possess a heart that stays forever young.

o |Let's encourage each other in this, dear friends. (With emaojis)

a User 2 |Nickname

Sister Hong, you're absolutely right.
By the way, how much is mutton per catty these days?

o User 1

e

User 3 |AAA Professional Environmental Art Design Boss Liu

13 |Serious|y, whao even does that?|
User4  [AAA Building Materials - Brother I_ﬂ

g |Exactly, exactly.
User 5 |[AAA Big Red Flower Cleaning Company Auntie Yang

My original WeChat name was

O assold Yang Professional Drain Unblocking,”

7 put | got dissed when | spolee in my university group chat.
Now I've changed it to

"AAR Sino-Koresn Mixed Chaebeol Second Princess.

User 6 _|Nicknome]
HAHAHAHAI

Figure 1. Screenshot indicating the Naming Convention Features.

8

On Xiaohongshu, this convention has evolved into a “Quick ‘AAA Family’
Account Establishment Method” widely shared by netizens. Typical features of such
usernames include:

* Structure: Composed of “AAA + Industry + Surname + Honorific Title” (e.g.,
“AAA Professional Environmental Art Design Manager Liu”, “AAA Building
Materials Brother Li”);
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* Supporting elements: Avatars often feature large selfies, flower or scenery photos;
text may include typos, special punctuation marks, or homophones (e.g., “4L % H
instead of “4L4H”, “F N instead of ““£A”), which are attributed to handwritten input
habits;

+ Content orientation: Posts mainly include daily greetings, inspirational messages,
and personal reflections, forming a standardized “AAA family” persona.

3.1.2. Pragmatic Meanings of Username Construction

From the perspective of Pragmatic Identity Theory, the adoption of
“AAA+Industry+Surname+Title” usernames by young netizens serves multiple
pragmatic purposes:

Meaning Generation and Interpretation: By selecting specific industries, surnames,
and titles, young netizens convey symbolic meanings such as “professionalism”,
“maturity,” and ‘“authority”. Some intentionally use humorous professional
descriptions (e.g., “AAA Free KFC Taster,” “AAA Biscuit Hole Puncher”) to form a
contrast between a “mature template” and “childish content.” This contrast reflects the
identity awareness of Generation Z, who seek to break free from the preaching of
middle-aged individuals by appropriating their linguistic symbols.

Fulfillment of Communicative Needs: On one hand, this identity construction helps
young netizens establish a communicative connection with middle-aged groups,
including their parents at home, reducing intergenerational communication barriers.
On the other hand, the distinctive “middle-aged” persona easily attracts attention and
recognition on social media, satisfying young netizens’ socialization needs and
allowing them to share the cultural experience of “being influenced by Di€ wei words™
with peers.

Expression of Interpersonal Meaning: By integrating usernames with specific
avatars, typos, and punctuation, young netizens construct a standardized “AAA family”
persona, through which they express emotions, values, and daily experiences via
greetings, inspirational stories, and life reflections. Data shows that "Dié wei speech”
supported by the “AAA” format has garnered over 10 million reads on Xiaohongshu,
with many young people integrating it into family groups, forming a unique “one set
of words, two kinds of expression” communication landscape.

3.2. Linguistic and Pragmatic Features of Dié wéi Discourses

3.2.1. Linguistic Characteristics

Analysis of the corpus (Examples 1-3) identifies the following core linguistic
features of Di€ wei discourses:

Example 1:
“You have to listen to me just because I am your FATHER. I am the ruler of the family.”
Example 2:

“Let me ask you a question...(usually he or she assumes you may not know the answer)”’

Example 3 (Other examples of “Die weéi Discourses”:

Let me ask you...
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Tell you what, you must have no idea about this...
When I was at your age...
Your generation is too...
You will know..... in the future.

You should behave like those who are good at your age...
You will know about this when you get into the real world.
1 have more life qualification and experiences than you.
1 am saying for you good...

Tone, lexical choices, and discourse structure are core dimensions of linguistic
feature analysis, directly reflecting the essence of Di¢ wéi discourses. The following
is a detailed breakdown of these three aspects based on corpus examples:

» Assertive, condescending, and authoritative, with a strong didactic tendency.
Speakers often assume a superior position, emphasizing their own experience and
wisdom while belittling the other party's cognition.

* Frequent use of first-person pronouns (“3%”) to highlight the speaker’s subjectivity;
employment of age- or experience-based contrastive expressions (e.g., “Fnz il (1) #h Lk
Iz KRR 2, 7 “RAEARIX A & HW”); use of imperative or persuasive language
(e.g., “URUT I, 7 “RIE| LLFLF AR, 7 “TMR—H)”).

» Lack of interactive turn-taking, with the speaker dominating the conversation;
frequent use of narrative fragments (e.g., “#8 >4 4:"") and predictive statements (e.g.,
“fR VLG R ENIE 7 7) to strengthen the sense of authority; tendency to interrupt, deny, or
divert the topic, weakening the other party’s right to speak.

3.2.2. Pragmatic Functions of Dié wéi Discourses

Example 4 (shared by a female netizen) further illustrates the dual pragmatic
functions of Di€ wei discourses as a resource for identity construction:

Example 4:

1 truly recommend all women learning to speak in a Dié wei style. [ was super stressed in
social contexts because I was not Dié wei at all. But now I have become a "Female Dié".
People somehow respect me a little.

Young netizens utilize Di€ wei discourses to construct an identity marked by
authority, knowledge, and experience, which serves as an illocutionary and
transactional resource to enhance the persuasiveness of their utterances. As illustrated
in Example 5, the female netizen adopts Dié wei discourse to transform her
marginalized position in the workplace and gain others’ respect. This indicates that
young people believe adopting a didactic tone similar to that of middle-aged
individuals can boost their credibility, enabling them to more effectively influence
others’ perceptions and behaviors®], thereby achieving communicative goals such as
conveying values, guiding actions, or securing recognition.

Die wei discourse also acts as an interpersonal resource for negotiating relational
distance. On the one hand, imitating the discourse style of middle-aged individuals
helps young netizens establish emotional resonance with the older generation,
shortening psychological distance and facilitating intergenerational communication
[4]. On the other hand, constructing a “mature” and “authoritative” identity allows
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young people to set boundaries with specific communication partners, maintain an
appropriate distance from those who do not align with their identity, and adjust the
intimacy of interpersonal relationships through identity performance—consistent with
the dynamic identity negotiation perspective emphasized by scholars [5].

3.3. Motivations for Young Netizens to Adopt Dié wéi Discourses

Synthesizing the above results, the motivations for young netizens to use Dieé wei
discourses can be summarized into three core dimensions:

* By parodying the authoritative discourse style of the older generation, young
netizens deconstruct the traditional paternalistic power structure, expressing their
resistance to rigid preaching and their pursuit of equal communication. The humorous
contrast between “mature templates” and “childish content” in usernames and
discourses embodies this deconstructive tendency [8].

» Die¢ wei discourses have become a cultural symbol of online youth subculture.
Participating in this discourse practice allows young netizens to gain a sense of group
belonging, express their unique Generation Z identity, and achieve socialization
through shared linguistic symbols [6].

* As a strategic communicative tool, Di€ wei discourses help young netizens
achieve specific pragmatic goals, such as enhancing persuasiveness, gaining attention,
improving interpersonal status, and mediating intergenerational relationships.
Example 5 clearly shows that Di€ wei discourses can be used as a resource to obtain
social recognition and reduce social pressure [7].

4. Conclusions

This section synthesizes the key findings of the study, clarifies the contributions of
the research to the field of pragmatics and sociolinguistics, and acknowledges the
limitations while proposing directions for future research. It aims to provide a concise
and comprehensive summary of the study’s implications for understanding online
identity construction and language practice.

This study investigates the phenomenon of young Chinese netizens using Dié weéi

discourses from the perspective of Pragmatic Identity Theory, with the following key
conclusions:

First, young netizens construct a hybrid pragmatic identity by adopting the
“AAA+Industry+Surname+Title” naming convention and imitating the didactic tone
of the older generation. This identity integrates the symbolic elements of middle-aged
authority with the rebellious spirit of youth, forming a unique identity performance
characterized by “parody” and “deconstruction.”

Second, Dié wei discourses exhibit distinct linguistic features, including an
authoritative and didactic tone, experience-based lexical choices, and a speaker-
dominated discourse structure. These features serve dual pragmatic functions: as an
illocutionary and transactional resource to enhance persuasiveness, and as an
interpersonal resource to negotiate relational distance.

Third, the motivations for young netizens to adopt Di€¢ wei discourses are multi-
faceted, including deconstructing traditional authority, expressing youth identity, and
achieving specific communicative goals [2]. This practice reflects the dynamic and
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strategic nature of identity construction in online communication, as well as the
adaptive changes of youth language in the digital age [9].

This study enriches the application of Pragmatic Identity Theory in the field of
online discourse research, integrating the local internet buzzword “Di€ wei” into the
pragmatic theoretical framework and providing new insights into the interaction
between language variation, identity construction, and intergenerational
communication in the digital era.The connection between “Dieé wei” and
“mansplaining” also draws on the foundational discussions of Solnit [10] and
Steinmetz [11] on authoritative discourse in cross-cultural contexts.

Limitations of this study include the relatively limited scope of the corpus and the
lack of quantitative analysis of the reception of Di€ wei discourses among different
groups. Future research could expand the corpus to include more diverse online
platforms and user groups, and combine quantitative and qualitative methods to
further explore the cross-cultural applicability of Dié wei discourses and their long-
term impact on language change.
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